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a few quiet, warning phrases about the state of Ireland, and
the necessity for social reform preceding political reform in
that country. Finally., he thanked the House for listening to
him, expressed " the deep obligation to the House for the
manner in which it has received me."
He was accorded a Parliamentary ovation such as few
have enjoyed : at the end of his speech, which had been
given frequent applause, the House cheered for several
minutes, and a crowd of members rushed to congratulate
him. By one speech he did what few have ever done : in the
hour and a half during which Ixe had spoken he had gained
an established Parliamentary reputation ; and, although his
speech lasted well into the sacred dinner-hour, when the
House is usually almost empty, there was a fuller House
when he sat clown than when ho rose*. Mr. Gladstone,, who
had listened to him intently throughoutj said that that was
the best maiden speech that he remembered. All through his
speech he had sustained interest, not merely of the delighted
back benchers, but also of the masters of debate. The lobby
correspondent of the Sheffield Tdegraph thus described the
effect of his speech : *' He spoke not only with the fluency of
a practised orator, but with all the consummate ease of a Par-
liamentary hand. Behind him were Mr. IJalfour smoothing
his handsome head of liair in the delight of listening ; Mr.
Goschen in an angelic rapture ; Sir Edward Clarke looking
as if the art of oratory was not dead ; and other of the Tory
leaders beaming and delighted. Ever and anon a solid roar
of Unionist cheers punctuated the brilliant speech. Of the
Ministers, Mr. Asquith alone seemed to enjoy the speech. It
evidently struck sympathetic chords. More than once he
nodded his head approvingly- On all sides the opinion is un-
grudgingly conceded that a rich acquisition has been made
to the debating power of the House, and that the Unionists
have added to their Front Bench an orator of the first
rank."
As Joseph Chamberlain drove away in his carriage
with his son Austen he said, " A new force has arisen in
polities" ; and as soon as he was home he penned this
note :